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SBA HONORS NATION’S TOP ENTREPRENEURS
DURING SMALL BUSINESS WEEK: MAY 5-11

WASHINGTON —The U.S. Smdl Business Adminigtration will honor America stop
entrepreneurs — and announce the National Small Business Person of the Y ear for 2002 — during
ceremonies in Washington, D.C. marking Nationa Small Business Week.

The cdlebration in Washington, D.C., to be held May 6-8, culminates a series of eventsin loca
communities across the nation to honor state Small Business Persons of the Y ear in 50 states, the
Didgrict of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and Guam.

The themefor this year’ s Nationd Small Business Week celebration, “ Small Business:
Where America Works,” captures the entrepreneurid spirit of these exceptional smdl business owners.
The SBA cdebration, to be held at the Renai ssance Washington D.C. Hotel, will festure the award
ceremonies and presentations by notable speakers from industry and government on issues of vital
interest to the smdl business community, including Michael Ddll, founder and CEO of Dell Computers.

A nationd Small Business Person of the Year and runners-up are selected from among the 53
date winners. The winners represent a diverse cross section of Americain terms of gender, ethnicity,
background and types of business. The businesses range from pizza parlor to espresso vendors to
technology services; from hot tubs to the beauty/day spa industry and from outdoor auminum furniture
to audio visud staging and sdes. They are sdected on the basis of severd criteria, including financia
success, saying power, employee growth, innovation and creativity. The winners are dso chosen for
their involvement in their communities.

Small Business Advocates are also honored. These awards recognize individuas who have
digtinguished themsdlves by their advocacy on behaf of minority-owned, women-owned and veteran-
owned small businesses. In addition, advocacy awards go to a smdl business journalist, accounting and
financia services representatives who contribute to smal business development.

Additiona specid awards honor the SBA Young Entrepreneur, Small Business Exporter of
the Year and the SBA Entrepreneurial Success Award winner. The latter avard is presented to a
company that has developed into alarge busnesswith SBA assstance. The National SCORE (Service
Corps of Retired Executives) Chapter of the Year will dso be honored.
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It is estimated that America s small businesses, which number more than 20 million, provide
jobs for over 50 percent of the private work force and generate more than 50 percent of the nation’s
private economic output — fuel for the strongest economy in the world. Every U.S. president for 39
years, recognizing the importance of smal businessto the economy, has issued an annua proclamation
desgnating Smal Business Week.

For more information about all of the SBA's programs for small businesses, call the SBA
Answer Desk at 1-800-U-ASK-SBA or TDD 704-344-6640. Also, visit the SBA's extensive Web

site at www.sba.gov.

You can receive all of SBA’'s News Releases via email. To subscribe, visit
http: //www.sba.gov/news/indexheadline.html and click on " Subscribe to SBA News."
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